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FS Venture opens 
in neighborly way 


By Jeanie Jones 
SWTR Staff Writer 


The president of Ven- 
ture’s 55 stores told 
about 150 people attend- 
ing the company's Fort 
Smith store opening 
Monday that Venture 
will be dedicated to 
being a good neighbor 

The store, located at 
Phoenix Village Mall, 
held a buffet breakfast 
and official ribbon cut- 
ting Monday morning. 
Official store grand 
opening celebration will 
begin Saturday. 

"Venture is a commu- 
nity institution,” Ven- 
ture president Julian 
Seeherman told the 
crowd 

He described tbe Ven- 
ture network as a mid- 
west region chain and 
said the opening of three 
other Venture stores co- 
incide with the opening 
of the Fort Smith store 
Two stores open Monday 
in Chicago and one in 


Topeka. Kan 

“We are responsible 
to the communities wé 
serve,” Seeherman said 


Venture’s first com- 
munity contribution was 
presented by store man- 
ager Robert Salyer. As 
Venture’s first move in 
giving back to the com- 
munity, Salyer present- 
ed a check for $1,000 to 
United Way representa- 
tive Jack Freeze. 

“We are dedicated to 


Venture’s first 
move was to 
present check 
for $1,000 to 
United Way. 


—— 


being a good neighbor,” 
he also stressed. 

Salyer said Venture 
strives to be a first-rate 
business with excellent 
merchandise. They also 
hope to serve the ongo- 
ing needs of the commu- 
pity by continuing to 
give back to the commu- 
nity 

Chamber ot 
merce president 


Com- 
Bill 


LONELY IN A BIG CHURCH? 
WE WANT YOU! 


LISTENING 
GROUPS 


4:00 P.M. SUNDAY (YOUTH) 
7:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY 


7:00 P.M. THURSDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30 A.M. SUNDAY 


WORSHIP 


10:30 A.M. SUNDAY 


UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


2203 HENDRICKS BOULEVARD 


Thompson told the group 
Fort Smith is delighted 
to have Venture in town. 
Venture will provide 
over 250 new jobs and 
has a payroll of more 
than $1 million, he said. 

Mayor Bill Vines de- 
scribed the Fort Smith- 
Venture link as a good 
partnership. 

“I think you're going 
to like having a store in 
the South,” Vines told 
Venture associates." 

“I think we will serve 
the community and our 
customers well. We have 
tried to build an exciting 
store. Our customers 
will tel! us if we have 
succeeded,” Seeherman 
said. 

Special grand opening 
events scheduled to be- 
gin Saturday include a 
“Parent of the Year” 
Cabbage Patch Sweep- 
stakes and Cabbage 
Patch Adoption Center. 
All would-be little people 
parents will have the 
chance to write in 25 
words or less why they 
should be named ‘'Par- 
ent of the Year.” 

The “Let's Go Camp- 
ing’ sweepstakes spon- 
sored by Venture, KTCS 
Radio and Arkansas 
Realtors will require 
contestants to unscram- 
ble 15 words of a sen- 
tence. The correct sen- 
tenes will be placed in a 
hat and the winner will 
be randomly selected to 
receive 10 acres of 
choice land in Fort 
Smith and an assort- 
ment of Wenzel, Cole- 
man and Zebco camping 
equipment. 

Venture is the quality 
discount store division of 
the May Department 
Stores Co. Operating 55 
stores in seven states, 
Venture had yearly 
sales in 1983 of about 
$800 million. 


